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Machinery Maintenance 
Bruce M. Pendery and Melvin D. Rumbaugh 

Many machines are used in range and agronomic field 
research and ranching/farming operations. Maintenance 
of these machines is important because it insures proper 
functioning, reduces repair costs, and reduces the possi- 
bility of injury. Maintenance is often neglected, however, 
because people forget about it in the day-to-day rush to 
complete work, or the manuals are stored in a file, out of 
sight, where they are less likely to be consulted. 

To encourage proper maintenance of our equipment, 
we developed a poster that lists maintenance require- 
mentsforthe machines that we use (Figure 1). The poster 
is 32 inches high and 28 inches wide and is mounted in 
our shop. This keeps the maintenance items plainly in 
view of the operators where they are less easy to forget. 

The poster is easy to make and maintenance descrip- 
tions can be as simple or detailed as needed. Mainte- 
nance charts in many manuals can be copied and mounted 
on the poster verbatim (a copyright release may be 
needed). Or, a checklist can be prepared using a word 
processing or graphics program. We covered our poster 
with plastic and mounted it on plywood to make it more 
durable. 

Other kinds of information could be included on a pos- 
ter. The names of those responsible for maintenance 
could be listed. The names, addresses, and telephone 
number(s) of machinery service centers might also be 
listed. 

Again, the primary advantage of a machinery mainte- 
nance poster is that it makes maintenance easier to 
remember because it combines maintenance schedules 
into a convenient, difficult-to-ignore, package. Neverthe- 
less, the poster is not a substitute for reference to a 
machine's owner's manual for details about maintenance. 

(see facing page for poster) 
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MACHINERY MAINTENANCE 
SCHEDULES 
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John Deere Tiller 
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FIg. 1. Machinery maintenance poster°'. 
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