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Editorial

In this issue, we have nine papers, including the Leonard
Medal Address of Mike Drake. We have also reprinted the
Leonard Medal Citation, as is the tradition. Of the other
papers, Abreu and Brearley focus on carbonates in CV
chondrites: are they terrestrial alteration or is there original
carbonate present? This issue has become of interest as there
is more evidence of terrestrial weathering effects in many
meteorites. Alexander and Grossman discuss alkali elemental
and K-isotope compositions in Semarkona chondrules, which
does not show any evidence of systematic enrichments. In
another study of thermal effects, Fittipaldo et al. studied trace
elements in angrites. Two papers focus on cratering studies:
Reimold et al. report on new Ar-Ar dating of the Siljan impact
structure in Sweden; Törnberg and Sturkell discuss some
other Swedish craters, Lockne and Tvären. Returning to
meteoritics, Schultz et al. discuss noble-gas measurements,
exposure ages and pairing of CR chondrites, Rochette et al.
discuss the magnetic properties of Martian meteorites and
their relationship to Mars. Finally, Shukla et al. characterize
the Dergaon (H5) shower along with petrologic, chemical,
isotopic, and cosmogenic nuclide data. 

I also would like to bring your attention to some other
items.

Naming of Meteorites

I would like to emphasize the need to use approved
meteorite names in Meteoritics & Planetary Science, as the
official journal of the Meteoritical Society. In agreement with
the Nomenclature Committee and the Society’s Council, our
editorial policy is not to publish unapproved meteorites’
names. Our staff, associate editors, and reviewers will check
any questionable names against the official lists. New
meteorite names need to be approved by the Nomenclature
Committee; the current chair of this committee is Jutta Zipfel
(e-mail: zipfel@mpch-mainz.mpg.de). A particular problem is
the use of “provisional” names, which are assigned
provisionally in advance. These names need to be finalized
before they can be published. If you are unsure if a name is
approved, please check the Society’s website, http://
meteoriticalsociety.org, where you will find a link to all
editions of The Meteoritical Bulletin listing all approved
meteorite names. You can also find the approved names in the
Meteoritical Bulletin Database, http://meteoriticalsociety.org/
bulletin/database.html, which Jeff Grossman set up recently. 

Page Charges

With more submissions, MAPS continues to grow every
year, and we receive more and more lengthy papers. Last
year’s volume amounted to 2,332 pages, including the
supplement. This has an effect on the costs of the journal. The
journal’s budget for 2005 is estimated to be $385,000, of
which over 70% is paid by library subscribers. Society
members have been protected for several years from price
increases for the journal, so that the increasing costs are borne
by institutions. I have been discussing the question of the
length of papers published in MAPS with the Council. At its
Houston meeting in March 2005, the Council agreed to
impose a page charge on lengthy papers (i.e., papers of over
15 printed pages in length). This charge is set to $70 per
printed page for only those pages over the limit. We will make
exceptions for medal papers and invited papers. We believe
this is a good way to encourage more concise papers, as well
as generate some revenue for the journal. This will also have
the beneficial effect of assisting the journal’s budget. 

Online Manuscript Submission

In September 2004, we introduced an online submission
and review website, with which many of you are already
familiar either as authors or reviewers. This system has
proven very useful and successful. To submit your paper, go
to http://www.manuscriptcentral.com/maps. The system will
prompt you to set up a password-protected user account the
first time you use it. You can then upload your manuscript
files and you will be able to monitor the current status of your
submission. 

MAPS Online Edition

I would also remind readers that MAPS is also available
online through Ingenta.com. The instructions for accessing
the online edition of MAPS are given on our website, http://
meteoritics.org. If you ever have any problems with MAPS,
please contact the journal offices and we will do everything
we can to resolve the problem.

A. J. T. Jull
Tucson, Arizona

April 2005
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