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Abstract–The objective of this study was to identify and map possible source regions for all 5 known
martian meteorite lithologies (basalt, lherzolite, clinopyroxenite, orthopyroxenite, and dunite) using
data from the Mars Global Surveyor Thermal Emission Spectrometer (MGS TES). We deconvolved
the TES data set using laboratory spectra of 6 martian meteorites (Los Angeles, Zagami,
ALH A77005, Nakhla, ALH 84001, and Chassigny) as end members, along with atmospheric and
surface spectra previously derived from TES data. Global maps (16 pixels/degree) of the distribution
of each meteorite end member show that meteorite-like compositions are not present at or above TES
detectability limits over most of the planet’s dust-free regions. However, we have confidently
identified local-scale (100s–1000s km2) concentrations of olivine- and orthopyroxene-bearing
materials similar to ALH A77005, Chassigny, and ALH 84001 in Nili Fossae, in and near Ganges
Chasma, in the Argyre and Hellas basin rims, and in Eos Chasma. Nakhla-like materials are identified
near the detection limit throughout the eastern Valles Marineris region and portions of Syrtis Major.
Basaltic shergottites were not detected in any spatially coherent areas at the scale of this study.
Martian meteorite-like lithologies represent only a minor portion of the dust-free surface and, thus,
are not representative of the bulk composition of the ancient crust. Meteorite-like spectral signatures
identified above TES detectability limits in more spatially restricted areas (<tens of km) are targets of
ongoing analysis.

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

Although much is known about martian meteorites (and
thus, Mars) from detailed studies of their mineralogy and
chemistry, they cannot be placed into the appropriate geologic
context because we do not know where they originated on the
planet’s surface. Locating one or more source regions would
provide valuable contextual information, might permit a better
understanding of the meteorites’ ejection ages and the number
of ejection events, and allow (in the best possible case) an
absolute age calibration to the crater count chronology of
Mars. The Thermal Emission Spectrometer (TES) provides a
high spectral and spatial resolution global data set that can be
used to search for possible source regions of these meteorites.
This work is a first effort to identify possible martian meteorite
source regions based on TES data. We first review prior
attempts to describe likely parent craters based on the
meteorites’ characteristics and on ejection dynamics, prior
spectroscopic evidence for meteorite-like lithologies on Mars,
and lithologies previously identified by the TES instrument.

The Approach section describes our approach to TES data
analysis, and the Results and Discussion section presents our
major results and discussion. The section, Integrating Martian
Meteorites and Martian Geology, attempts to put our
observations into the context of what is known about Mars
from in situ and meteorite data, and the Conclusions section
summarizes our major conclusions.

Constraints on and Past Searches for SNC Source Regions
on Mars

Martian meteorites, also commonly referred to as SNCs
(shergottites, nakhlites, and Chassigny), are achondrites of
varying mafic to ultramafic igneous lithologies, exhibiting
both intrusive and extrusive textures including: basalt and
lherzolite (shergottites), orthopyroxenite (ALH 84001),
clinopyroxenite (nakhlites), and dunite (Chassigny). Several
lines of evidence (recently summarized by Treiman et al.
[2000] and Nyquist et al. [2001]) strongly suggest Mars is the
parent body of these meteorites.
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Numerous investigators have attempted to identify
possible source regions for the martian meteorites by using
their ages and current knowledge of cratering dynamics to
constrain geologically and chronologically appropriate
terrains (and craters) on Mars (Wood and Ashwal 1981;
Schultz and Lutz-Garihan 1982; Nyquist 1983; Jones 1985;
McSween 1985; Mouginis-Mark et al. 1992; Treiman 1995;
Barlow 1997; Rice 1997; Nyquist et al. 1998). Martian
meteorites, with the exception of ALH 84001, are relatively
young, with crystallization ages ranging from 175 Ma to 1.3
Ga (Nyquist et al. 2001 and references therein). These ages
correspond to the Amazonian period on Mars and typically
have been used to infer that the source region should be a
geologically young surface, such as is found in much of the
Tharsis and Elysium regions. 

The ejection ages of the meteorites, based on cosmic ray
exposure data (e.g., Eugster et al. 1997), constrain the likely
parent crater ages and morphologies (e.g., Mouginis-Mark et
al. 1992). Many investigators have attempted to discern how
many events were required to eject the SNC meteorites (Wood
and Ashwal 1981; Nyquist 1983; Bogard et al. 1984; Vidal
1984; McSween 1985; Jones 1986; Vickery and Melosh 1987;
Mouginis-Mark et al. 1992). Revisions of the meteorites’
crystallization ages and ejection ages, as well as further insight
into their chemistries, now appear to indicate that multiple
ejection events are required between ~20 and 0.7 Ma (e.g.,
Treiman 1995; Eugster et al. 1997; Nyquist et al. 1998; 2001).

Many studies of cratering dynamics have attempted to
describe the dimensions of a crater resulting from an impact
capable of ejecting martian materials into an Earth-crossing
orbit (Nyquist 1983, 1984; Melosh 1985; O’Keefe and
Ahrens 1986; Vickery and Melosh 1987; Warren 1994;
Gladman 1997; Head 1999; Head and Melosh 2000;
Mileikowsky et al. 2000; Head et al. 2002). Early work
indicated that favored candidate craters would be ~100–200
km in diameter and/or that oblique impacts might be required
to eject materials from Mars’ gravity field, but the most recent
estimates have revised the minimum size of circular craters to
~3 km. 

Previous Spectroscopic Evidence for SNC-Like Materials
on Mars

Early visible and near-infrared reflectance spectra from
telescopic observations of martian dark (albedo <~0.24)
regions showed ~1.0 and 2.0 µm absorption features
interpreted to indicate the presence of mafic mineralogies
(e.g., Adams and McCord 1969; Singer 1980; Singer and
McSween 1993). More recent data collected by the Imaging
Spectrometer for Mars (ISM) experiment aboard the Soviet
Phobos 2 spacecraft are consistent with these earlier
interpretations, identifying a pyroxene component (Bibring et
al. 1990; Mustard et al. 1993), specifically, a combination of
high- and low-calcium pyroxene (likely augite and pigeonite

[Mustard and Sunshine 1995]). These pyroxenes are present
in relative abundances consistent with the relative abundances
of high- and low-calcium pyroxene in some basaltic
shergottites (Mustard and Sunshine 1995; Mustard et al.
1997). 

Mars Global Surveyor Thermal Emission Spectrometer
(MGS TES)

The MGS TES has a spectral range of ~1650–200 cm−1

(~6–50 µm) and a spatial resolution of approximately 3 × 6
km. A detailed description of the instrument can be found in
Christensen et al. (1992, 2001a). Thermal IR spectroscopy is
useful for remotely determining mineralogy because virtually
all minerals have unique spectral signatures resulting from
fundamental vibrations in the thermal IR portion of the
electromagnetic spectrum. The compositions of dark regions
on Mars have been identified from MGS TES data and are
characterized as dominated by a basaltic component (surface
type 1), crystalline hematite, and/or a component (surface
type 2) that was identified as basaltic andesite, andesite, or
partially weathered basalt (Bandfield et al. 2000; Christensen
et al. 2000a; Christensen et al. 2000b; Hamilton et al. 2001c;
Wyatt and McSween 2002). (Although there is debate as to
the interpretation of the latter surface type, the terms
“intermediate” or “andesitic” are used here.) Recent results
(Clark and Hoefen 2000; Hoefen et al. 2000; Hamilton et al.
2001a; Ruff and Hamilton 2001; Hamilton et al. 2002)
indicate that smaller spatial scale variations in composition
are observable, including the identification of olivine in Nili
Fossae (NE of Syrtis Major), in craters near Ganges Chasma,
and at the rims of the Argyre and Hellas basins (Clark and
Hoefen 2000; Hoefen et al. 2000; Hamilton et al. 2001a,
2001b, 2002).

APPROACH

Linear Deconvolution

Spectra of Mars acquired by TES are resolved into
constituent rock or mineral contributions via the linear
deconvolution technique and error analysis of Ramsey and
Christensen (1998). Linear deconvolution is based on the
principle that the spectrum of a rock (mixture) is a linear
combination of the spectra of the minerals composing the
rock (mixture), in proportion to their abundance (Lyon 1965;
Christensen et al. 1986; Crown and Pieters 1987; Thomson
and Salisbury 1993). A linear deconvolution algorithm uses a
library of mineral or rock spectra (“end members”) to perform
an iterative, linear least squares fit to the spectrum of an
unknown mixture. The term “end member” in this usage does
not necessarily imply chemical purity (i.e., a solid solution
end member) or a single mineral, although these are
possibilities. Rather, an end member is similar to a “pure
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pixel” in remote sensing image analysis, where the pure pixel
represents a spectral component that is not intermixed with
other components within the image. Upon obtaining a fit to
the unknown spectrum, the algorithm supplies the user with a
model-derived spectrum and the percentage of each end
member used in the fit (end members with negative
percentages are removed during the iterative process because
they are geologically meaningless). The percentages
represent areal abundances and are comparable to viewing a
rock in thin section. The quality and accuracy of the fit and
modeled mineralogy can be evaluated mathematically by
taking the difference between the model-derived spectrum
and the unknown spectrum as well as by the root-mean-square
(RMS) error value provided in the output of the algorithm
(Hamilton et al. 1997; Ramsey and Christensen 1998; Feely
and Christensen 1999; Hamilton and Christensen 2000). The
algorithm can use only the end members provided by the user;
if a significant component of the unknown material is not
provided as an end member, the deconvolution cannot
identify it and will make the best fit possible with the
available end members. In such cases, high RMS errors are
likely. Laboratory studies show that, for well-characterized
rock samples or particulate mixtures, individual phases are
confidently detected at abundances greater than ~5 vol%,
with some variation in the accuracies of various mineral
phases (Hamilton et al. 1997; Ramsey and Christensen 1998;
Feely and Christensen 1999; Hamilton and Christensen 2000;
Wyatt et al. 2001). 

The end members used in this study consist of meteorite,
atmospheric, and typical Mars surface spectra. The meteorite
samples analyzed for this study were obtained from a variety
of sources and all are solid pieces. The Zagami sample is from
the private collection of one of the authors (PRC) and is from
the “normal” Zagami lithology (i.e., no olivine). Los Angeles
2–1418 is a piece of stone 1 (Rubin et al. 2000) provided by
the Arizona State University (ASU) Center for Meteorite
Studies. The Smithsonian Institution provided our Nakhla
sample (USNM 426). Although the modal mineralogy for this
particular Nakhla stone has not been determined,
deconvolution analyses of its spectrum identify
approximately 10 vol% olivine (Hamilton et al. 1997;
Hamilton, unpublished data), suggesting that it is not one of
the stones rich in olivine (Friedman Lentz et al. 1999). The
Center for Antarctic Meteorite Studies at the Johnson Space
Center provided ALH A77005, splits 77 and 65, as well as
split 274 of ALH 84001. The sample of Chassigny was
provided by the Center for Meteorite Studies at ASU. All
meteorite spectra were acquired at ASU with a Nicolet Nexus
670 FTIR spectrometer that measures sample emissivity from
~2000–220 cm−1 (~5–45 µm) at 2 cm−1 spectral sampling;
data acquisition followed the physical set up and calibration
described by Ruff et al. (1997) and Christensen and Harrison
(1993). Spot sizes of ~1 cm were observed on each sample,
ensuring a representative spectrum. The spectra of each
meteorite are shown in Fig. 1. 

The nature of the orbital measurement dictates
atmospheric components (dust, water ice clouds, CO2 gas)
will contribute to the TES spectra. To interpret the spectral
features on the surface, these atmospheric components must
be identified and isolated. Smith et al. (2000) have shown
that, to first order, a spectrum containing atmospheric and
surface components can be modeled as a linear mixture.
Therefore, spectra of the atmospheric components (derived
from TES data) are also included as end members. 

Other end members used in the deconvolution of TES
data include the basaltic, intermediate, and hematite-bearing
surfaces identified by Bandfield et al. (2000) and Christensen
et al. (2000a). Because laboratory data are acquired at higher
spectral resolution than are TES data, the laboratory data are
resampled to TES resolution. The TES data are deconvolved
over the wavelength ranges of ~1300–825 cm−1 and ~508–
232 cm−1 simultaneously, thus excluding the region of the
fundamental CO2 atmospheric absorption (Bandfield et al.
2000).

In describing deconvolution results from martian data
that include atmospheric components, we refer to end

Fig. 1. Thermal infrared emission spectra of martian meteorites
compared to spectra of igneous surface components observed by the
TES at Mars. The region of atmospheric CO2 absorption is excluded
in the TES spectra and lab spectra are shown at the same spectral
resolution as the TES data.
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member concentrations, which we define as the fractional
contribution to the total spectral signal. To refer to the
quantities of components on the surface, we subtract the
concentrations of the atmospheric components, normalize the
surface component fractions to 100%, and use the term
abundance. Detection limits associated with martian data are
somewhat higher than for laboratory data due to the lower
spectral resolution and decreased signal of the orbital
instrument as compared to the laboratory spectrometer.
Concentrations of 0.10 are the minimum detection limit
previously identified for martian data (Bandfield et al. 2000;
Christensen et al. 2000b; Bandfield 2002). 

TES Data Selection

For this study, we selected TES day side data from the
nominal mission and early extended mission (TES OCKs
1583–9500; Ls = 103.5° to 85.8°) with surface temperatures
greater than 255 K and low emission angles (<10°) for the
highest signal to noise. We included only single-scan (10 cm−1

sampling), full spectral, full spatial resolution data in our
analysis. The number of spectra analyzed is on the order of 10–
20 × 106. Data in regions with high Lambert albedo (>0.24
integrated over the region 0.3–3.3 µm by the TES visible
bolometer) were not included in our analysis because high
albedo surfaces are generally dust-covered and will not be
modeled correctly by end member spectra of coarse particulate
or solid samples, which are used here (Ramsey and
Christensen 1998). We used information available in the TES
database to further exclude data at risk for increased noise
resulting from solar panel and high-gain antenna (HGA)
motion and errors due to major phase inversions. 

Global Mapping

As the first step in searching the TES data set for spectral
signatures like those of martian meteorites, we used a
deconvolution and mapping strategy like that of Bandfield et
al. (2000), who used primary martian (atmospheric and
surface) spectral end members to deconvolve the TES data set
and then used the deconvolution results to create global maps
of the distributions of the surface materials. To the TES
atmospheric and surface end members, we added 6 meteorite
spectra representative of the 5 major classes of martian
meteorites (described above under Linear Deconvolution).
The decision to use these meteorite spectra as end members
was motivated in part by the simplicity of the approach and
also by the lack of pure mineral end member spectra exactly
replicating the mineral compositions in the meteorites
themselves, particularly low-calcium augites and Mg-rich
pigeonite. By using the meteorite spectra, we used a similar
approach to that taken by Bandfield et al. (2000) (“unit” or
“lithology” mapping) and we ensured that we were using
spectra that exactly represent the mineralogies of the
meteorites. We deconvolved individual pixels in the TES data

set and made global maps (binned at 16 pixels per degree) of
the retrieved concentration of each meteorite end member. 

Another possible means of identifying meteorite-like
lithologies at global scales is to use spectra of each meteorite
to identify distinctive features that can be used to create band
depth indices (e.g., [emissivity of band x + emissivity of band
z)/(emissivity of band y]) that can be calculated for all TES
spectra and mapped. A significant disadvantage of the band
index approach is that instead of locating a match to all of the
features in the spectrum of interest (as in deconvolution), only
a few bands of the entire spectrum are being matched and may
not yield a unique identification if another material,
combination of materials, or atmospheric component has
similar features over the selected spectral subregion. Test
maps based on indices for Chassigny and ALH 84001 were
created and, as expected, did not reveal significant
occurrences that were not already identified by mapping the
deconvolution-derived abundances, and some spurious data
were identified. Because of the potential pitfalls of index
mapping, we have chosen to avoid this approach in our study.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Global maps (16 pixels/degree) of the distributions of
surface end members are available at http://
www.higp.hawaii.edu/~hamilton/snc_maps.html. We first
compared our global maps of the basaltic, intermediate, and
hematite-bearing surface types to the maps of Bandfield et al.
(2000) and Christensen et al. (2001b) to verify our basic
results. We find good agreement between all datasets,
indicating that we have not unintentionally introduced any
significant errors into the data analysis stream. The map of
RMS error (also at the website above) for these
deconvolutions shows that the highest values (=1%, or 0.01
emissivity) are typically correlated with areas of relatively
high albedo (>0.20), as expected, and the lowest RMS values
(<0.5%) are found in the lowest albedo regions. 

Our global maps of the derived abundance of each of the
six meteorite spectral end members confirm that spectral
shapes resembling those of the martian meteorites do not
dominate spatially extensive (1,000,000s km2) dark regions
on Mars. However, several local (100s–1000s km2) areas
have been identified where concentrations of some of these
end members were identified at or above TES detectability
limits in multiple pixels. The locations of sites described in
detail in this paper are shown schematically in Fig. 2. We
made higher resolution maps (32 pixels/degree) and manually
inspected representative spectral data in these areas using a
variety of approaches (described below) to ensure that no
problems with the spectra, such as excessive noise, were
causing erroneous identifications. In the present work, we did
not consider single-pixel detections (either at the binned 16
pixel/degree or full spatial resolution scales). Note that use of
a meteorite end member in a model fit does not necessarily
imply that the surface component is martian meteorite
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in Nili Fossae are younger than the region as a whole.
Another criterion that might be used to identify regions or
individual craters with greater probabilities of being
meteorite sources is the presence of paired lithologies—
meteorites that show evidence in their cosmic ray exposure
(CRE) ages of having been ejected simultaneously. Chassigny
and ALH A77005 are not closely related nor of the same age,
but Chassigny and Nakhla are (Nyquist et al. 2001). Thus, a
Chassigny source region might be expected to contain
Nakhla-like signatures as well. Nakhla-like mineralogy is not
identified at or above the detection limit in the Nili Fossae
region, which may ultimately indicate that Nili Fossae,
although rich in olivine-bearing materials, is not the source
region for Chassigny (or the nakhlites). However, Nili Fossae
as a potential source region for ALH A77005 is not ruled out. 

The unequivocal identification of olivine (whether or not
it can be linked to a martian meteorite) is of interest because
its presence can be used to draw some broad inferences about
the rate of chemical weathering of the martian surface since
the time these materials crystallized. Of the primary silicate
minerals, olivine is the most susceptible to chemical
breakdown. The TES spectra are modeled well with lithologic
end members that contain volumetrically high abundances of
olivine and/or low abundances of weathering/alteration
products. However, these terrains have estimated absolute
ages of over 3 Gyr (regardless of cratering chronology used),
suggesting that chemical alteration of the surface and shallow
subsurface has been occurring at very low rates over most of
Mars’ geologic history (barring evidence that these materials
erupted significantly more recently). 

Nakhla

Nakhla stones vary in their modal mineralogy, but are
dominated by high-Ca clinopyroxene (augite, ~80 vol%) with
olivine (~5–18 vol%, varies inversely with augite abundance
[Friedman Lentz et al. 1999]), plagioclase feldspar (~4 vol%),
and minor (~2 vol%) accessory phases (Berkley et al. 1980).
In our examination of all spectra with concentrations of the
Nakhla end member exceeding the minimum detection limit,
we retrieved a large number (thousands) that do not display
any obvious spatial coherence. A plot of when these spectra
were acquired (orbit number, OCK) versus latitude shows that
their occurrence is primarily restricted to data collected
subsequent to ~OCK 7000 and is correlated with sub-solar
latitude (this figure is available at http://
www.higp.hawaii.edu/~hamilton/snc_maps.html). 

Bandfield (2002) noted, but did not describe in detail, an
“anomaly” in TES data beyond OCK 7000 that is manifested
as the introduction of a minor feature in spectral data at
~1000 cm−1. This feature is introduced randomly over a series
of sequential ICKs (the 2 seconds during which spectra are
acquired) but occurs simultaneously in all 6 detectors of a
given ICK and may be a positive or negative feature. Analysis

by the TES team has determined that this spectral anomaly is
the manifestation of microphonic noise induced by vibration
of the aging MGS spacecraft. The occurrence of this noise in
the spectral data has been mapped by the TES team (M. D.
Smith, personal communication) and closely matches the plot
of Nakhla identifications in time and latitude, suggesting that
the vast majority of Nakhla identifications after ~OCK 7000
are spurious. Because Nakhla is dominated by clinopyroxene,
which has an emission maximum near 1000 cm−1, it is likely
included in the best fit of spectra where the anomalous feature
is positive (an emission maximum). The presence of this
feature and the likelihood of its being mapped as
compositional information suggest that care should be
exercised in the use of individual ICKs and pixels acquired
after OCK 7000 in compositional studies. The spectral
anomaly is randomly a positive or negative feature of variable
amplitude, and local to regional averages of spectra post-OCK
7000 may used for compositional studies because they
average out the anomaly. But, particular caution should be
used when attempting to study variations in any mineral with
a strong emission minimum or maximum near 1000 cm−1. The
noise anomaly only affects data from the TES interferometer;
this issue does not affect data from the visible and thermal
bolometers. For many purposes, such as water vapor retrievals
and studies of cold surfaces that generally use only spectral
data at wavelengths >20 µm, the spectral data are unaffected.

For the remainder of our discussion of the Nakhla end
member, we have excluded results from data acquired post-
OCK 7000. In the pre-OCK 7000 data, a Nakhla-like spectral
shape was identified at low concentrations (≤~0.10) in several
regions, most notably in the eastern Valles Marineris region,
in Juventae, Capri, and Eos chasmata, and in some craters in
the outlying plains. Other locations where this end member
was used at or above the detection limit include localized
areas within the broader Terra Tyrrhena region and in the
regions surrounding Nili and Meroe Patera in Syrtis Major
Planum. Although most of these identifications are near the
detection limit, their spatial distribution is non-random,
suggesting that, as in the case of olivine, they may be valid,
but further work is required to confirm them.

If valid, the observed distribution of Nakhla-like material
may represent variations in the clinopyroxene content of the
local lithology(ies) rather than the presence of nakhlite-like
materials, but this distinction cannot be made at the scale of
the present study. Broad regional surfaces that are modeled
with the Nakhla end member typically are correlated with the
basaltic end member rather than the intermediate end
member, which may support the interpretation that these
detections are variations in pyroxene content within basalt. 

At the scales examined here, the identification of Nakhla-
like material near the detection limit in broad regions, rather
than as concentrated deposits, does not point to a single,
specific candidate site for the nakhlites. As described above,
nakhlite compositions are not obviously associated with
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be Al-depleted and have been interpreted as having been
derived from Al-depleted materials (McSween and Keil
2000), which seems inconsistent with weathering from a
plagioclase-dominant basaltic crust. One explanation for this
disparity might relate to the timing and/or rate of soil
development. Volcanism at Tharsis and Elysium was
voluminous and active into Mars’ relatively recent geologic
history. If this volcanism produced the Al-depleted
shergottites, then perhaps the dust and soils measured in situ
have developed relatively recently in Mars’ history from the
products of this volcanism and have been transported globally
by seasonal storms (after weathering) or by the volcanism
itself (with subsequent in situ weathering). A recent
geomorphology study by Mouginis-Mark (2002) provides
evidence for explosive volcanism among these volcanoes,
which could provide a means of dispersing Al-depleted
materials across much of the planet over time. If the
composition of crustal materials has evolved over time, then
we may reasonably suggest that global soil compositions
derived from crustal material have evolved similarly over
time and that recent soils may bury older, less Al-depleted
soils. 

CONCLUSIONS

1. The majority of dark surfaces on Mars generally are not
well matched by martian meteorite spectra, suggesting
that martian meteorite chemistries are not representative
of a large fraction of the martian crust. The dominance of
previously identified plagioclase-rich basaltic
compositions suggests that the bulk of the martian crust
is not Al depleted.

2. Olivine-bearing materials resembling ALH A77005 and
Chassigny were identified in localized areas of ancient
terrains inconsistent with the ages of these meteorites. 

3. The identification of orthopyroxene-bearing material in
Eos Chasma is the first positive identification of
orthopyroxene on Mars. If this material is a candidate
source region for ALH 84001, its presence in Eos
Chasma is inconsistent with the ancient age of that
meteorite unless this material is derived from mechanical
weathering of in situ outcrops or the canyon walls and is
older than the valley floor materials. 

4. Significant concentrations (>0.10–0.15) of basaltic
shergottite-like materials have not been identified at the
spatial scales considered in this study. These meteorites
have cumulate textures and compositions that imply that
their parent materials may not be widely distributed on
the uppermost surface (i.e., top tens to hundreds of
microns), even if they reside within the upper few meters
of the surface, and may explain their virtual absence in
spectroscopic data.

5. The ultramafic lithologies like Chassigny, ALH A77005,
and ALH 84001 observed in TES data appear relatively

unweathered for their presumed age. This seeming
contradiction may suggest that rates of chemical
weathering in the uppermost martian crust are very slow
or that more recent volcanism has occurred within older
terrains.
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