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Figures 6a and 6b:  Falcon head from Egyptian art showing 

details of the canonical face and head motif compared with 

and explained by head of a live Lanner falcon.  A is the 

Falcon head terminal of a collar (necklace) of Princess 

Khnumit. 12th Dynasty.  B is the head of a live Lanner 

falcon. 
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Figure 7:  Female Kestrel.  The black moustachial streak is 

conspicuous and narrow on kestrels, matching the 

moustachial streaks of Egyptian Horus falcons.  Photo 

courtesy of the Museum of Natural History, Crete.  
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Figure 8:  The first complex falcon image in Egyptian art 

appears on the Narmer Palette. (Dynasty 0. Ca. 3000 B.C.). 

This early image already renders the facial features of later 

Horus Falcons, but simply.

Figure 9:  Divine falcon in repoussé relief and engraving 

on a gold panel from Queen Hetepheres’ tomb (Fourth 

Dynasty. 2600 B.C.). By this time the canonical falcon 

form has been crystallized.
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